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empirical method of acquiring knowledge that has characterized the development of science since at least the 
17th century. It involves careful observation, applying rigorous skepticism about what is observed, given that 
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induction, based on such observations ...Sexual orientation change efforts (SOCE) are methods used in attempts 
to change the sexual orientation of homosexual and bisexual people to heterosexuality. They may include 
behavioral techniques, cognitive behavioral techniques, psychoanalytic techniques, medical approaches, 
religious and spiritual approaches, and, in some parts of the world, acts of sexual violence ("corrective rape").


