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Ivor Armstrong Richards (26 February 1893 – 7 September 1979), known as I. A. Richards, was an English 
educator, literary critic, and rhetorician whose work contributed to the foundations of the New Criticism, a 
formalist movement in literary theory, which emphasized the close reading of a literary text, especially poetry, 
in an effort to discover how a work of literature functions as a self ...Purposes and Definitions of the Arts. 
Purposes. Poetry and other Arts " poetry is music set to words", Dennis O'Driscoll " One of [Donald Davie's 
favourite notions] was that there were three useful analogies for the understanding of literature in general and 
modern literature in particular. Poetry was like theatre, as in Yeats; like music, as in Pasternak and Eliot; and 
like sculpture, as in ...Reviews, essays, books and the arts: the leading international weekly for literary 
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